Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by
revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need
for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

John 15:9-17 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

Our Gospel for this week stresses the priority of love in every kind of situation. What is love? Love
is called agape in the Greek of the New Testament. It is the unconditional, unlimited, undeserved love
given by God as a sheer gift. Though John 15:13 refers to human love, it also describes the kind of
love God has for us: "Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."
Jesus does not present his love as a model to be imitated but as life that must continue in his
disciples. We realize that Jesus has given us an example, a very good example, and that we must try
to repeat what he has done. But the baptism that we have received has placed us in a different state:
it has united us to his person and has turned us into members of his body. He is the one, not us, who
continues to live and act in us; he loves, he cures, he comforts, he helps the poor, he wipes away the
tears of the widow and the orphan. By observing what kind of lives we lead, others must be able to
recognize the Risen Lord still present among them. We will find happiness and peace not in
selfishness and pleasure but in love, in self-giving, in the search for what is good for others and of
what brings joy to others. Jesus does not speak of universal love that embraces all, friends and
enemies. Jesus talks directly to the members of the Christian communities and recommends unity
among them and love for each other. It is a limitation, but it contains a very important lesson: before
speaking of love for and peace with others, it is necessary to practice love and peace in oneself. How
can a community whose members do not experience a deep feeling of mutual acceptance and service
spread love to others?

John 15:9-17 9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide
in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete. 12This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or post on social media

