Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin,
by revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our
need for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Luke 10:1-11,16-20 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

Only Luke among the evangelists tells of this second mission of disciples. He probably means it to have
special significance for the missionary activity of the church after the departure of Jesus. According to rabbinic
teaching, there were seventy nations in the world. The disciples are to go “ahead of him,” therefore not
announcing themselves or their own message, but preparing the way for Jesus. The missionaries are sent in
twos in order to give a witness that can be considered formal testimony about Jesus and the reign of God.
Jesus urges prayer for more harvest workers. The Lord of the harvest is concerned about its progress, of
course, but he has made his own response to the need somehow dependent on the active concern of those
sent into the mission. Because the proclamation of the gospel is the word of God, it is not to be treated as a
merely human message—“take it or leave it.” There are harsh consequences for closing ears and hearts to
the news of God’s reign. On their return, the seventy are amazed at the power that has been given them
through the name of Jesus. They have driven out demons, furthering Jesus’ attack on Satan’s dominion in this
world. Jesus envisions Satan falling from the sky through their ministry, another way of saying that the
eschatological or final battle between good and evil is taking place now; the victory is being won in Jesus’
name (John 12:31; Rom 16:20). But the disciples must not lose their perspective. The prize is not human
glory through feats of power but heavenly glory through following Jesus to Jerusalem, to Calvary.

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way.
See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet
no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' 6And if anyone is there who
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house
to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick
who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10But whenever you enter a town
and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11'Even the dust of your town that clings to our
feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' 16Whoever listens
to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent
me. 17The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!" 18He said to
them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you authority to tread on
snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:

Forward this email, give a printed copy, or like then re-post on social media. Find more at: www.7HabitsofJesus.com

