Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin,
by revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our
need for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Luke 14:25-33 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

The story of the carelessness of those invited to the banquet has been linked by Luke to other
sayings spelling out the seriousness of discipleship. The call to follow Christ cannot be taken up halfheartedly; such an attitude is a tragic miscalculation. These verses re-establish the tone set at the
beginning of the journey toward Jerusalem (9:57-62). Jesus returns to the theme of family division that
might come because of the gospel (see 12:51-53). Jesus says his disciples must hate father and
mother and family. This is a Semitic exaggeration to stress that anyone who stands in the way of
thorough commitment to Jesus, even one’s closest relations, must be renounced. “Hate” in this sense
means “prefer less.” Discipleship is thus an all-consuming vocation. Jesus uses two examples: a wise
builder would not begin a project without assessing his ability to complete it; only a madman would go
into battle without considering the odds. For the Christian disciple, renunciation is the salt of
discipleship. When a follower of Jesus begins to hold anything back, discipleship becomes a charade.

Luke 14:25-33 25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,
26"Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters,
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 'This fellow began
to build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not
sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation
and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give
up all your possessions.

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:

Forward this email, give a printed copy, or like then re-post on social media. Find more at: www.7HabitsofJesus.com

