Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin,
by revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our
need for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Luke 7:36-8:3 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

Today there is a common notion that acts and attitudes are sin only if they hurt people. If no one is hurt, it is not
sin. This belief is a misunderstanding of the nature of sin. Sin is basically a rebellion against God. It is a rejection of
God’s rule over our lives. We know God’s will. It has been revealed particularly in Jesus. Many of our little offenses
are insignificant enough except that they form a pattern of rejection of God. As sin is against God, so forgiveness must
come from God. David understood that. The Pharisees saw that clearly. The announcement of God’s forgiveness is
the greatest blessing which the Christian church brings to a sinful humanity. The world today takes God’s forgiveness
lightly, because it takes sin lightly. Sin is explained away as anything except rebellion against God. Sin is explained
away as being merely the result of a bad environment. And so it goes, on and on. The age-old attempt to explain away
sin short of rebellion against God is repeated at every age. We cannot heed the truth about ourselves, how can we
receive forgiveness? There is a similarity between David (2 Samuel 11:26-12:10,13-15) and Simon’s (Luke 7:36-8:3)
offenses. Both had power to do as they pleased, and both did just that. Who was to tell them they could not? In
David’s case, it was Nathan the prophet, the mouthpiece of God. In Simon’s case, it was Jesus, speaking also the word
of God. No person is above or beyond God’s judgment!

Luke 7:36-8:3 36One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and took

his place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee's
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.
39Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him — that she is a sinner." 40Jesus spoke up and said to
him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." "Teacher," he replied, "speak." 41A certain creditor had two debtors; one
owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now
which of them will love him more?" 43Simon answered, "I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt." And
Jesus said to him, "You have judged rightly." 44Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, "Do you see this
woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried
them with her hair. 45You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46You did
not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were
many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little." 48Then
he said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49But those who were at the table with him began to say among themselves,
"Who is this who even forgives sins?" 50And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 8 Soon
afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The
twelve were with him, 2as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3and Joanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna,
and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.
STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:

Forward this email, give a printed copy, or like then re-post on social media. Find more at: www.7HabitsofJesus.com

