Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin,
by revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our
need for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Luke 9:51-62 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

The beginning of the journey. Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem is a march toward exaltation (“to be taken up”) in
fulfillment of God’s plan. The earthly journey of Jesus serves also as the framework for the progress of the
church in the time after the ascension. We find ourselves on the way toward Jerusalem with the Lord. But the
march to glory, as Jesus has already warned, is a path through suffering. The disciples must expect to be
treated no better than the Master. The cost of Christian discipleship is clearly stated as the journey gets
underway. The hostility of the Samaritans is not the personal hatred Jesus will meet in Jerusalem. It is
evidence of the national or racial prejudice between Samaritans and Jews. Jesus’ disciples cannot expect to
be free from this treatment, but the answer is not retaliation. James and John must learn to avoid useless
clashes and to look for new places to spread the kingdom. Illusions are dispelled for would-be disciples. The
person who offered himself with absolute availability (v. 57) is told the cost: you will be less secure than the
foxes and the birds. Another responds to Jesus’ call with the request that he be allowed to take care of one of
the most sacred duties under the law, the burial of a parent. The urgency of the gospel supersedes this claim.
Jesus’ saying means that those who do not respond to the gospel call will be spiritually dead; they will have
time to bury the physical dead.

Luke 9:51-62 51When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to

Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face
was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord,
do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 55But
he turned and rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village. 57As they were going
along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." 58And Jesus
said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head." 59To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let
me go and bury my father." 60But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead;
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61Another said, "I will follow you,
Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 62Jesus said to him, "No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."
STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:

Forward this email, give a printed copy, or like then re-post on social media. Find more at: www.7HabitsofJesus.com

