Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Mark 10:17-31 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

In today's Gospel a man comes to Jesus and says he wants to follow him. Jesus challenges him to go
beyond observance of the law and to make a serious commitment to God by giving up his riches and
following him. This is too much for the man and he goes away sad. Jesus challenges the young man
where he had least expected it, in his attachment to his wealth. Like many Jews of his time, he had
thought that his wealth was a sign of blessing from God. Jesus' challenge to the man is twofold: First,
he is to sell his possessions and give the money to the poor. Such a positive injunction surprises him.
He was used to thinking of the law of God in negative terms "you shall not…" Now, he realizes that he
must not only avoid doing bad things but take positive action. The second challenge is Jesus' invitation
to come and follow him. The reason why he should sell his possessions is to be free to follow Jesus
and to allow Jesus to give a new orientation to his life. One popular kind of expression in the language
of the Jews is the use of an exaggerated image. The camel passing through the eye of a needle is such
an exaggerated image. Everybody knows it is impossible. But this exaggeration contains a deep truth.
It is impossible for a rich person who is attached to his wealth to be a real disciple of Jesus and enter
his new way of life. It becomes possible only by God's grace!

Mark 10: 17-31

17As

he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, "Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God
alone. 19You know the commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You
shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.'" 20He said to him, "Teacher, I have
kept all these since my youth." 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 22When he heard this, he
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,
"How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" 24And the disciples were perplexed at these
words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 26They were greatly astounded
and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" 27Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but
not for God; for God all things are possible." 28Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed
you." 29Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children
or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age — houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions — and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many
who are first will be last, and the last will be first."

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-ELO-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or re-post on social media

