Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Mark 10:2-16 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

In Mark 10:2-16, Jesus moves to protect and embrace two more types of "little (powerless) ones":
Children, and wives, who in that society easily became victims of one-sided divorce laws. Jesus makes
two powerful changes in the divorce discussions of his day. First, he counters the "right" of divorce (a
connection to human hard-heartedness, exercisable only by the husband) with the clear intent of God:
"But from the beginning…" He further emphasizes the depth of God's intent by broadening the concept
of "adultery" to include the divorce of one's spouse to marry another. Second, he sets husband and wife
on a level of equality, the same charge applying to both partners alike. The children in Jesus' day held
no rights at all. Jesus welcomes them with hugs and blesses them. He says that the kingdom belongs
only to these and those who are like them. Jesus reminds us in this Gospel lesson, that God's intent for
our relationships is goodness and fulfillment. God intends that we experience unity and oneness. The
reality, as we all know, is that often times relationships falter. They are broken as a result of sinfulness.
The Pharisees would have the story end at this point and say, "that is the law." For those who fall short
of the law, all is lost, they would say. Jesus, however, says that God's intent is that we should all know
that no matter how we might fall short of fulfilling the law, we are always welcomed to him. Instead of
clinging to the law that Jesus knows we will fall short of fulfilling, he promises us hope. Jesus calls the
lost, the least, and the last, and welcomes them into his arms. Jesus says to those who have troubled
hearts, "Believe in me." Out of broken relationships and broken hearts, we find not a law that condemns
us, but we are offered a love that frees us. Take heart. Our Lord offers us hope.

Mark 10: 2-16 2Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?" 3He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" 4They said, "Moses allowed a man to
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." 5But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness
of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male
and female.' 7'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and
the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate." 10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this
matter. 11He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 13People were
bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them.
14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." 16And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-ELO-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or re-post on social media

