Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Mark 12:38-44 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

Our giving and caring are the only aspects of our lives that will last the test of time into eternity. Sharing
is essential for a disciple of Christ because when we are able to give of ourselves and the money we
have received from God, it is then that we experience heaven on earth. If we cling to our money and the
things of this world, we cannot long for heaven. Disciples of Christ invest their treasures where their
hearts already are—in Christ and his mission. There can be no such thing as a stingy disciple. We will
never be the disciples God intends us to be if we are unable to generously return a goodly share of what
we receive. God did not give his Son’s life as a sacrifice for us to devote ourselves to a self-indulgent
lifestyle. Deep within the soul of every disciple of Christ lies the truth, that more creature comforts will
only further disconnect us from Christ’s eternal kingdom. More people are sidetracked from becoming a
disciple by their inability to tithe than by anything else. Money, wealth, and financial security are not bad
or sinful things in and of themselves. However, when our money becomes more important than being a
disciple, it becomes a destructive force within our lives that disconnects us from God’s presence, power,
and promises. The Bible teaches that money tests our faith more than anything else in all of life! When
we are able to pass this test of money, with the Spirit’s help, it is then that our faith grows exponentially.

Mark 12:38-44 38As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets!40They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of
appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many
rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth
a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or like and re-post on Facebook

