Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Mark 13:1-8 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

Most probably still on the second full day of the Passion Week, as he was leaving the temple, the disciples
drew Jesus’ attention to the massive stones of the temple. Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian, confirms
that they has reason to be impressed. Herod Antipas was still finishing the temple his father, Herod the Great,
had begun. It was famous as one of the architectural wonders of the Roman world. Even today visitor to the
Temple Mount can see the remains of some of these massive stones. But Jesus was not impressed. He
predicted that the stones would be thrown down in judgement. This foretold total destruction. The scene now
moves to the Mount of Olives, from which there is a good view of the city and the temple. The two pairs of
brothers –Peter and Andrew, James and John—came to Jesus privately and asked him to elaborate on his
comment. They were interested in when the destruction would take place and what signs they should be looking
out for. Responding to their questions, Jesus launched into a great discourse about events that would happen
in both the near and distant future. He starts by describing the beginning signs, which fall into three categories:
imposters or deceivers purporting to represent Jesus, calamities of human origins such as wars and rumors of
wars, and natural calamities such as earthquakes…and famines. Jesus told the disciples not to be alarmed by
these events, for they are just the beginning of birth-pains. Although these signs began in the first century, those
living in the twenty-first century are no strangers to any of them. Imposters claiming to represent Christ are
everywhere, deceiving the gullible. Alarming as these catastrophes are, children of the kingdom are enjoined
“not to be alarmed” because these events do not signal the end of the age.

Mark 13:1-8 As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher,
what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 3When he was sitting
on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately,
4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be
accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and
rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or like and re-post on Facebook

