Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Mark 9: 30-37 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

This week's Gospel comes after the transfiguration of Jesus, witnessed by Peter, James and John (mk 9:28). Jesus is now travelling through Galilee but Mark tells us that he does not want people to know because he
is instructing his disciples. He will tell them again about his coming suffering, death and resurrection which they
miss completely once again and he will have to take time to instruct them about what it means to be first in the
Kingdom of God and how they should welcome him, the messenger of the Kingdom. While Jesus speaks about
suffering, dying and rising, the disciples are arguing among themselves about who among them will fill the first
place. They have certainly not understood the implications of being disciples of Jesus. In the face of such great
failure to understand what he is speaking about, Jesus sets a child in front of them, and invites them to
understand what he is talking about. Unlike adults, the child's struggle is not for first place but for life. In order
to live the child accepts the necessity of receiving everything from its parents. The fundamental attitude of the
child is one of trust in its parents. The affection with which Jesus embraced the child was meant to teach them
a lesson. We have a living parable before our eyes as we look at Jesus' loving embrace of the child. Just as
he lived simply, poorly and trusting always in the Father who had sent him, even in the face of opposition, the
disciples too should be ready to embrace his Gospel in all simplicity, poverty and trust. In the struggle for
position, we can easily forget that the thing that counts most is to recognize that we are children of the same
Father and that we must trust him alone if we are to live in his Kingdom.

went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it;
he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again." 32But
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33Then they came to
Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, "What were you arguing about on
the way?" 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be
last of all and servant of all." 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in
his arms, he said to them, 37Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.
Mark 9: 30-37
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STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-ELO-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or re-post on social media

