Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin,
by revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our
need for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

Matthew 21:33-46 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

As God's people, we might reflect upon what God has given us. God has created us and our world and all
that is in it. God has made a covenant with us in baptism and sealed that covenant through the blood of his
Son. God sent his Holy Spirit among us to renew our potential for life. We, too, have received all that is
necessary for productive lives. We are responsible to become mature in Christ. The householder of the
parable showed great patience. He sent servant to the tenant. The tenants beat one of those who were sent,
stoned one, killed one; still the householder sent additional servants. Even though the householder's servants
were mistreated, he continued to give the tenants a chance to change and become the people they were
meant to be. Finally the householder sent his son to the tenants. The patience of God as he deals with us is
something to behold. Again and again, we experience his power and love. Every day God comes to us,
loving us and forgiving us. The householder of the parable finally acted in judgment. He removed the tenants
and entrusted his vineyard to others who would be responsible to the householder for what was his. We too
are responsible for our actions. God is patient, but we are accountable. The freedom of the tenants is
contrasted with their action toward the householder. The tenants want complete freedom; they do not wish to
deliver to the householder what is his. The tenants wish to own and control the vineyard themselves.
However, they discover that they are answerable to the householder.

Matthew 21:33-46 33Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again
he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his
son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to
themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 39So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do
to those tenants?" 41They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time."42Jesus said to them,
"Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our eyes'? 43Therefore I tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the
kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom
it falls." 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.
STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring Our Hope
A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or post on social media

