Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible, which
was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction between God’s
two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by revealing what
God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need for Jesus the
Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

(15:26-27) The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. The mission of the Spirit is not to bear
witness to himself, but to the resurrection of the Son. (16:4b-15) Christ comforts his disciples before his
death by promising to send them the Holy Spirit who will guide them into a deeper understanding of
Christ's role in God's mission. Christ is present with us through the Holy Spirit. It is not easy to answer
the question, who is the Holy Spirit? We seldom ask, who is the Holy Spirit?—and that tells us something
about our understanding of the Spirit. The Spirit is usually associated with something rather vague,
unseen, and unfelt. Our minds, it seems, are unable to connect the Spirit with anything but unreality.
God the Father is not hard for us to understand and even to picture; we know what a father is like. God
the Son is easier to picture. We have thousands of representations of Jesus Christ the man from
Nazareth, as a baby, as a man, teaching, healing, praying, suffering, dying, rising, reigning. But the
Spirit is a challenge. How do you portray a Spirit? As a bird perhaps, but that is obviously little more
than a simple illustration. We describe “who” the Holy Spirit is by describing what he does. The primary
work of the Holy Spirit is that he calls us to the Gospel; gathers us in Christian community; enlightens
us to the work of the Triune God; makes us holy (set aside) for Christ’s mission of reconciliation; and,
preserves our faith in Christ throughout our earthly pilgrimage.

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 26When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of

truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me
from the beginning. 16 4b"I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am
going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 6But because I have said these things to
you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not
go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the
world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been condemned. 12I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and
he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to
you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-ELO-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings, we
visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or re-post on social media

