Weekly
Law & Gospel
Bible Study
The law & Gospel method of Bible study is the Church’s traditional way to study the Bible,
which was popularized by Martin Luther. Law & Gospel Bible study makes a distinction
between God’s two main Biblical themes: law & Gospel. God’s law theme identifies our sin, by
revealing what God wants us to do that we don’t do. God’s Gospel theme identifies our need
for Jesus the Savior, and reveals how God’s love offers us salvation through Christ.

STEP ONE PRAY FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT TO REVEAL GOD’S VOICE THROUGH THE TEXT:

“Father, let your law and Gospel voice renew our love, faith, and hope.”
STEP TWO READ THE TEXT REPEATEDLY UNTIL YOU CAN TELL IT IN YOUR OWN WORDS:

John 17:6-19 (See the reverse side of the worksheet for the printed Gospel text)
STEP THREE REVIEW A STUDY BIBLE TO DETERMINE THE TEXT’S THEOLOGICAL MEANING:

The hour of Christ’s departure had come. In this hectic, tragic moment the disciples may well have
wished to find some escape from their fears and tensions. It was all over for them, their dreams of
glory were ended. But Jesus did not ask for this kind of escape. “I do not ask that you take them out
of this world,” he prayed. He expected his disciples to remain in the world, not only because he had
work for them to do but because remaining in the world would help them reach maturity in their own
personal sanctification. In a limited way, the disciples were to take up where Christ left off—spreading
the word of salvation in the world. This world is to be saturated by the Word of God. As it is, the world
offers lies and darkness. The Word is light and truth. Armed with God’s Word, they would stand
distinct from the world and because of this distinction, be pursued by the world’s inevitable hatred.
That is our position, too. As followers of Christ we cannot remove ourselves from the world. Rather,
we are to be “in the world” but not “of it,” as Jesus said. His goal all along, had been in nurturing them
for the time when they would be sent out into the world, mature in their relationship to God, and
thereby be equipped to minister to others. And so he prays. For them. For us. Not that we might
spiritualize ourselves out of this world and out of our responsibilities of discipleship in this world, but
that we might be enabled to immerse ourselves in those daily concerns of life in this world, even as
Jesus did. At this important and challenging moment of discipleship, we are invited to join with our
Lord in prayer and trusting that, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it” (John 1:15).

John 17:6-19 6I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf;
I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that
you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that
the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they
may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as
I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.

STEP FOUR COMPLETE A LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY TO Restore

Hope in the Savior

Law Question: How does this text reveal our sin (self-centeredness) and how we do not live as God desires?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Gospel Question: How does this text reveal God’s gift of Jesus as the Savior who freely offers us salvation?
Answer……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………..……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………
Please send your “answers” to Pastor Bob: Schmalzle@Yahoo.com which he likes to incorporate into the sermon.
STEP FIVE PRAYERFULLY MEDITATE UPON GOD’S GOSPEL VOICE: Restoring

Our Hope

A. Quieting Our Inner Sanctuary: We quiet our hearts (souls) by focusing on our breathing. Breathe in slowly to the
count of five (J-E-S-U-S)…hold your breath to a count of six (C-H-R-I-S-T)…exhale to a count of seven (T-H-EL-O-R-D). Repeat this pattern of breathing until you are relaxed.
B. Dwelling within Our Inner Sanctuary: We meet the Lord Jesus in the sanctuary of our hearts (souls), which is a
place created within our mind’s eye for us to be with the Lord. Using our favorite sights, sounds, smells and feelings,
we visualize our inner sanctuary as a place of peace where the Lord Jesus meets us.
C. Listening to God’s Voice in Scripture Speak to Us through Jesus: As Jesus meets us in our inner sanctuary, he
lovingly shares God’s Gospel message of hope from the Scripture text we have just studied. Listening to God’s Gospel
voice restores our trust and hope that Jesus’ death and resurrection freely offers us eternal Salvation. When Jesus
speaks to us, our souls are nourished and refreshed.
STEP SIX SHARE THIS LAW & GOSPEL BIBLE STUDY WITH A FRIEND:
Forward this via email, give a printed copy, or post on social media

